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THE NATURE OF WILDFIRE

Communities across the globe are seeking ways to be  defensible space for firefighters to battle flames, and
more fire resilient as wildfires become more frequent,  sometimes that buffer can make all the difference in

larger, and more destructive. While
wildfires seem unpredictable and
sometimes there’s no explanation
why one house is spared when
others are lost, there is a science to
predicting a fire’s path and fighting
fires. For example, fire weather
experts can determine wind speeds
and direction down to micro areas,
such as from one side of a freeway
to the other. They know how fires
go faster up slopes, can burn hotter
and create their own winds, how
embers blow miles away, and how
previous fires are predictive of
future fire pathways.

Protecting Homes from Wildfire

saving a home. Home-hardening
measures such as fire-resistant
building  materials,  removing
vegetation in Zone 0O (the area
within five feet of homes), and
adding small gauge screens on
vents to keep embers out, are
proven ways to protect homes.

Beyond Brush Control
When it comes to fire terminology,
vegetation is often referred to as
“fuel” or ‘brush” and is treated with
the same broad brush regardless
Photo bySOARsupportSVéve Ha\lma;killsient of the type of plant' However’ not
auction item at SOAR’s 30th Gala all vegetation burns alike. For
example, invasive, non-native weeds and palm trees
are highly flammable, whereas coast live oaks and

There are tried and true ways to protect homes healthy vegetation with high moisture content can
from wildfire. Brush clearance requirements add a  provide buffers against flying embers. Continued on p2

SAVING RANCHO CANADA LARGA

Located 3 Y2 miles from downtown Ventura and the Pacific Ocean, the 6500-acre Rancho Cafiada Larga has

long been a target for development. With proposals ranging
— from a landfill to numerous gated ranchettes, this haven
" for birders and wildlife enthusiasts is being taken out of

Summer 2025

the cross-hairs of future developers through a partnership

of the Trust for Public Lands, the Holdfast Collective, the
Barbarefio-Venturefio Band of Mission Indians, Ojai Valley
Land Conservancy, and the Ventura Land Trust. We are
excited to learn that they are very close to raising the
necessary funds to purchase it. More about this incredible
once in a lifetime acquisition in future SOAR newsletters.
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THE NATURE OF WILDFIRE

Continued from p1

Some Trees Are Meant to Stay Together
In creating and maintaining a defensible space, CalFire
recommends not having trees closer than 10 feet apart
onmildslopes,nocloserthan20feetonmoderateslopes
and at least 30 feet apart on moderate to steep slopes,
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Tree Huggers, photo by SOAR supporter Kim Ramseyer, will be a silent auction item at
SOAR’s 30th SOAR Gala.

including in residential areas deemed high fire risk
under new mapping. However, many are calling for this
policy to be reconsidered. They say it could eliminate
millions of trees statewide that provide habitat, shade,
clean air and counter global warming. They point to
how recent conflagrations that have destroyed homes
in urban areas have been wind-driven rather than fuel-
driven where wood fences and closely spaced houses
were more responsible for igniting neighboring homes
than trees, some of which remained standing after the
homes burned to the ground.

On a larger scale, whole communities can be better
protected from wildfire by implementing good land use
practices like those advanced by SOAR.

SOAR’s Role in Safeguarding Communities
from Wildfire

We know that SOAR discourages the development of
housing tracts beyond urban boundaries including in
forests and woodlands where homes can quickly be
surrounded and engulfed in flames. Not having housing

and other land uses in wildland areas also reduces the
potential for human-caused fires. When fires do occur
there, because there is less development, there are less
homes to burn.

SOAR plays another role in fire resiliency according to
a recent study by UCSB graduate student Juila Field.
She found that SOAR-protected farmland located in the
Wildlands-Urban-Interface (WUI) acts as a buffer that
can “corral fires” in the wildlands and away from cities.
Her research showed that fire pathways consistently
avoid the moist soils and row crops of farmland.

Ms. Field hopes future studies can build on her research
to create land use strategies that can be applied to other
areas. This is consistent with the recommendation in
the Los Angeles and Ventura County Woolsey Fire After

Modeled Fire Connectivity Between Cities in Ventura County

Action Review: “Address the impact of long-distance
fire storm ember spotting through education and an
emphasis on using layered buffer zones, including
appropriate vegetation mitigations, improving soil
moisture, and structure hardening techniques.” To read
Ms. Fields study, Mapping Fire Pathways in Ventura
County’s SOAR Properties Using Species Distribution
Modeling, go to soarvc.org/wildfirestudy v«

INFORMATION AND RESOURCES ON WILDFIRE PREVENTION

Ventura Fire Safe Council
Cal Fire

https://venturafiresafe.org/
https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/defensible-space/

https://readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/fire-smart-landscaping/
https://ebcnps.org/news/fire-resilient-landscaping-with-native-plants-2021-09/
https://dengarden.com/landscaping/fire-resistant-landscaping-firescaping
https://theodorepayne.org/landscaping-for-wildfire-resilience/

East Bay CNPS
Dengarden
Theodore Payne Foundation
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SOAR’s Legacy Fund can be a part of your legacy.
By including SOAR in your will or trust, you can
give future generations room to roam. To learn
about becoming a member of SOAR Legacy,

go to: soarvc.org/planned-giving

Thank you Ed and Virginia!

The SOAR organization wishes to give a big thank you
to Ed and Virginia Buckle! Having arrived in Ventura
from their home states, New Jersey and Michigan,
respectively, they were big supporters of open space.
Virginia was a drama teacher in Moorpark, and an
artist—both a collector and generator. Ed was an
attorney located in Ventura, mediating family law cases.
Virginia became close friends with her teaching buddy
Leslie Ogden, wife of Assemblymember and SOAR
Boardmember Steve Bennett, and Ed and Virginia both
became active in Steve’s many pursuits, including
SOAR. Succumbing within a year and a half of each
other, they were extremely generous in leaving a bequest
in their Trust Estate to SOAR. We wish them all the

best in their pursuits in the great “Open Space.”

by Lucas Zucker, Co-Executive Director, Central Coast Alliance United for a Sustainable Economy (CAUSE)

Ventura County farms have become the targetof ~ without warrants. While growers and farmworker organizations in Ventura
indiscriminate immigration raids that have taken ~ County don't always agree, we are unified in defending our freedoms.

a devastating toll on the essential workers who

do backbreaking labor every day that puts food =~ CAUSE takes pride in the work of thousands of volunteers with the 805

on the tables of people all over this country. Families are being torn apart, ~ Immigrant Rapid Response Network, alerting people to their rights, providing
and parents separated from their children by militarized, masked ICE agents ~ safe rides, and standing up for our neighbors no matter where we come from
in unmarked cars going from farm to farm and storming packing houses or the color of our skin. You can join too by texting ALERT to (805) 870-8855.

MEET SOAR’S NEWEST BOARD MEMBER!

Summer 2025

SOAR is thrilled to announce Candice Meneghin has joined our board! With strong
environmental credentials that were just made stronger last month when she received
her Juris Doctorate with an emphasis in environmental law, Candice has already proven
to be a wonderful asset to the SOAR organization! Candice has a strong interest in
protecting ground and surface water from pollution and over-pumping, Sitting on the
board of Friends of the Santa Clara River, and as the environmental representative on
the Fillmore and Piru Basins Groundwater Sustainability Agency. She is the Executive
Director of Coastal Ranches Conservancy and has worked for CalTrout, and as an
advisor on environmental affairs for District 2 Ventura County Supervisor. v<
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For more information lindaparks@soarvc.org (805) 497-0450.

Paid for by Save Open Space & Agricultural Resources, Inc. FPPC ID# 970224 This newsletter is made of material from well-managed MIX
(A controlled committee by California State Assemblymember Steve Bennett, ‘ FSCe-certified forests, recycled materials, vegetable-based Foc rspontion sources
and Oxnard City Council member Gabriel Teran) inks and other controlled sources. wniscos FSC® 103525

3% S O A R SOME OF THE MANY BENEFITS OF SOAR

By e s ol SOAR’s requirement of voter approval to rezone open space and agricultural
lands discourages development outside of cities. In so doing, SOAR:

GALA TICKETS Pre-sale! 1. Supports a $2.3 billion agricultural industry

SOAR's 30th Gala, October 5, 2025 Offers an additional layer of protection for parks and trails

Come celebrate 30 years saving Allows groundwater recharge that improves water quality

Ventura County’s Open Space and Farmland Protects lands that detain stormwater and prevent flooding

Join grassroots volunteers and donors to celebrate . o .
SOAR and its protections that have made Ventura . Saves open space for diverse wildlife and habitat

County the only county in Southern California to . - . ] ] : :
10 (40 5 SR AL Avoids traffic-generating projects built far from city services

Get reinvigorated, renew friendships, and meet . Protects air quality with large undeveloped airsheds and less

others who stand up for Saving Open-space and cars to pollute

Agricultural Resources! o - - .
T . Focuses utilities within communities for greater efficiency and cost savings
early-bird tickets or buy online at soarvc.org/gala. 0. Encourages redeve'opment within cities

All tickets must be purchased in advance. Space is

limited, so please order your tickets today! . Incentivizes more affordable homes in cities near services and schools

Consider being a sponsor! Sponsors

e free tickets. and ' . Keeps agricultural lands that act as buffers from wildfire
recelve iree tickets, and more:

. Allows each city to be separate with its own unique identity
. Enables the availability of fresh, local produce that promotes health

All donations will go to keeping
SOAR strong for the next campaign!

. Furthers democracy by giving voters a say on urban sprawl




